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Foreword

Dear colleagues and friends,

At this very moment you are opening the book of abstracts from the international
scientific conference International Scientific Days 2016 organized under the theme: "The Agri-
Food Value Chain: Challenges for Natural Resources Management and Society" by the Faculty
of Economics and Management of the Slovak University of Agriculture in Nitra, Slovak
Republic. This conference with 274 participants from 23 countries is very good starting point
for presenting new ideas or critical statements, sharing information and for establishing
cooperation. International Scientific Days 2016 provides a venue for policy makers, top
managers, academics and researches that deal with economic and management issues related to
specific issues within the agri-food chains and natural resources management.

Broad changes are taking place in food and agricultural sector worldwide. In connection
to the new EU countries the accession led to the number of changes with significant impact on
performance and role of this sector. The global financial crisis and the accompanying slowdown
of the economy reversed to the increased commodity prices which strongly impacted the food
security and poverty of net food consumers. While the farmers could benefit from the higher
commodity prices, at the same time, a reduction in real term wages, decreased employment
which have negatively affected the income of households in the region and increased poverty.
Diversification of activities on the income generation activities in the market economy
conditions is the key factor for the economic survival of farms. The important challenge is also
to achieve balanced and sustainable growth of rural economies.

International Scientific Days 2016 provide the platform for dissemination of activities
and outcomes of the two international project coordinating by the Faculty of Economics and
Management SUA Nitra: TEMPUS project "Development of Public Accreditation of
Agricultural programs in Russia (PACAgro) 2013-2016" (Project No. 543902-TEMPUS-1-
2013-SK-TEMPUS-SMGR, co-funded by the Tempus Programme of the European Union) and
Strategic partnership project "Food Quality and Consumer Studies (FOODCOST) 2014 - 2017"
(Project No. 2014-1-SK01-KA203-000464, co-funded by the Erasmus+ Programme of the
European Union within the Strategic Partnership frame).

I would like to take this opportunity to thanks all policy makers, academics, researchers,
mangers and sponsors which accepted our invitation and became active member of the
conference. My special thank belongs all of the people who made this conference successful
and valuable experience for each and every one of us.

Elena Horska
Dean

Faculty of Economics and Management
Slovak University of Agriculture in Nitra
Slovak Republic
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