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Look deep in to nature and than you will

understand everything better.
Albert Einstein
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Preface

»1 think we've all heard that many times, but it is necessary to repeat it:
the greatest natural wealth of every country is not oil or gold, but water and soil."

VACLAYV CILEK

1 INTRODUCTION

Land policy lies at the heart of economic and social life and environmental issues in all
countries. The distribution of property rights between people has a tremendous impact on both
equity and productivity. Inequitable land distribution, land tenure problems and weak land
administration can lead to severe injustice and conflict. Changes of legislation and
administrative structures are likely to have long-term consequences, positive or negative, for
political, economic and social development and environmental management. Land policy has
strong links with agricultural, economic and environmental policy. Securing access to land is
a necessary condition for encouraging investment and improvement in land. However land
issues are rarely the only limiting factor in raising productivity. Land policy is also crucial for
environmental sustainability as it can create incentives for sustainable land use and
management. Land provides for a range of environmental services which a sound land policy
can contribute to enhancing: water retention, pollution mitigation and soil protection.
Therefore, land policy has a role in preventing environmental degradation. Clear protected
rights, effective rules defining access and regulating use of land, water and other natural
resources are essential means of ensuring long-term management of land and resources.'

The aim of the collective of authors was to offer not only a one-time comprehensive material,
but mainly to enhance the trust and confidence in the EU land policy, to provide the PhD.
students, post-doctoral students and young researchers under 35 who do not automatically
come into contact with European integration studies the possibility to use the material later as
well to be able to focus on and to solve some of the basic issues within the field of the EU
land policy.

The book has been created with the EU financial support in the frame of the Jean Monnet
project Centre of Excellence “EU land policy - the pathway towards suistainable Europe”no.
542600-LLP-1-2013-1SK-AJM-PO,DECISION n.2013-2883/001-001.
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